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Please CALL ME For A Private Showing Of Some Fine Beach Condos!
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GULFVIEW 1007: SUNNY S Side LONG
BEACH & Pool VIEWS, Open Island 

Kitchen, IMPACT Glass, WOW Baths,
Guest Rm w Office + Finely Turnkey!

SW
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SOUTH SEAS EAST A-403 MIDRISE 2/2
WOW Long Bay Views & Pool/Dock/
Garden/Partial Gulf/Sunset VISTAS
+ Updated Baths + OPEN Kitchen! (239) 293-9300

Donna Kittle S SEAS TOWER I UNIT 1207 BOASTS: 
FULL BEACH, GLORIOUS SUNRISE/SUNSET,
WOW ISLAND VIEWS FROM ALL RMS, SW
OVERSIZED LANAI + ALL IMPACT GLASS!
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GULFVIEW 2010: HEAVENLY CONDO
Imagine Living in the Clouds w VIEWS
Of Marco’s Beach + VISTAS To Naples.
MUST SEE This Turnkey Beach Condo!
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WALKING FOR PSP
Event spreads 
awareness for
little-known deadly
disorder PAGE 7A
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CALL NOW TO SECURE YOUR OFFER!

(239) 276-6202

COVERSTORY

It’s not Alzheimer’s disease. It’s not
Parkinson’s. But the devastating effects
of PSP and it’s even more obscure cous-
ins MSA and CBD rival those of the bet-
ter-known neurological disorders.

Saturday morning at Mackle Park,
over 200 supporters held a walk against
PSP, supporting efforts to study and fight
the disease, and honoring those who
have succumbed to it.

While their numbers and the dollars
raised can’t match fundraisers for cancer
or heart disease, both the number of par-
ticipants and the monetary donations
received set new records for the South-
west Florida wing of CurePSP, the or-
ganization dedicated to raising aware-
ness and dollars.

If you have never heard of PSP, you’re
not alone. It stands for progressive su-
pranuclear palsy and is used as an um-
brella term for the group of neurodegen-
erative diseases. Symptoms include loss
of balance, changes in personality, weak-
ened eye function, and problems with
speech and swallowing.

Like MSA – multiple system atrophy,
and CBD – corticobasal degeneration,
PSP and these other rare diseases of the
nervous system have no known cause or
cure, are often misdiagnosed, and affect
thousands in the United States.

Along with the diseases themselves,
those with these conditions and their
caregivers also suffer from the obscurity
and lack of knowledge about the condi-
tions. That’s why events such as Satur-
day’s CurePSP walk are so important,
said Cindy MacDonald, the walk coordi-
nator and facilitator for CurePSP South-
west Florida.

“My heart is in spreading the aware-
ness,” said MacDonald, whose mother

passed away from PSP in 2008. “The
money raised is secondary. People are so
desperate to be around others who know
and understand what they’re going
through – people who get it.”

At the same time, the group’s record-
breaking take of over $250,000 in dona-
tions for the weekend event will be put to
good use, going to support the research

of Dr. Sally Temple, the scientific director
of the Neural Stem Cell Institute in Alba-
ny, New York. Dr. Temple was on hand at
Saturday’s march to thank the partici-
pants.

“We’re here to raise money to support
the patients and caregivers, and also to
remember those who lost their battle,”
she said. Like in Alzheimer’s and Parkin-

son’s, in PSP-linked diseases, toxic mol-
ecules build up in brain cells and eventu-
ally the cells die.

It was a beautiful, warm “winter” day
on Marco Island, the last day of winter,
well up in the 80s and humid. Dr. Temple
said they could have held the walk in Al-

Walking for PSP: Event spreads
awareness for little-known disorder
Lance Shearer
Correspondent

Jim and Marilyn Steiner lead the walk around the lake. Over 200 people gathered in Mackle Park on Saturday, March 19 to
raise funds and awareness for PSP, a neurological disorder. LANCE SHEARER/CORRESPONDENT

See PSP, Page 8A
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Sale

Ultra-Low
3” Step-In

Multifunction
Handshower

Bask® Heated
Surfaces

The KOHLER® Walk-In Bath is designed with an ultra-low step-in, 
extra-wide door and easy-to-grip handrails to help keep you safe and 

secure as you ease in and out of your bath. Plus, the hydrotherapy and 
BubbleMassage™ jets create a spa-like experience, massaging your 

entire body as you soak relieving sore muscles and joints.

HYDROTHERAPY AT HOME

A SAFE SPA-LIKE EXPERIENCE FROM
THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME From 1,000+ online reviews

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$1,000
on your KOHLER

Walk-In Bath purchase

OFF *

New orders only. $1,000 off offer not valid on previous 
sales or estimates and can not be combined with other 
offers. Financing available with approved credit. Other 

restrictions may apply. See sales rep for details. 
Expires March 31st, 2022.   CBC1265182

CALL TODAY
OFFER ENDS SOON 239-351-2841

ND-GCI0835565-03

bany, where she said they are just begin-
ning to transition from the “ice season”
to the “mud season,” so she was glad to
be in Southwest Florida. Kristophe Diaz,
CurePSP executive director and chief
scientific officer, also spoke to the group.

“The core of our mission is educating
the medical community, so diagnoses
can be made sooner,” he said.

With many of those attending afflict-
ed with PSP, the walk was limited to one
lap around the Mackle Park lake for
those who could do it. Passing by the dog
park, and under the shade of gumbo lim-
bo and oak trees, various palms and one
brilliantly flowering yellow tabebuia
tree, it was a great walk for a worthy and
under-publicized cause.

One of those who lost his battle
against the disease was Marco Island’s
own Don Farmer, longtime network an-
chor and journalist, who died a year ago
of PSP along with Alzheimer’s. His wid-
ow and fellow television co-anchor Chris
Curle was there to honor Don, marching
along with his daughter Laurie Farmer,
and friends Mary Zachrich and Sadie
Kellermyer.

Don Farmer’s photo was on a sign, one
of those ringing the lake as the marchers
passed, along with others thanking the
donors and supporters who made the
event work. These included Avow Hos-
pice, Terracina Grand Senior Living,
Coastal Breeze News, and several home
health care providers. Music was provid-
ed by Cathy Orban and Ken Herkes of

Five of Diamonds.
After walking, participants sat down

to a lunch featuring cheeseburgers
cooked by John Heaman on the grill
loaned by the Marco Fire-Rescue Dept.,
and a selection of home-baked cookies

and desserts unrivalled by any other lo-
cal fundraising event.

Your grandchildren would tell you
PSP stands for PlayStation Plus, but PSP
the disease is deadly serious. For more
information on CurePSP, their monthly

support meetings and charitable giving
opportunities, contact Cindy MacDon-
ald at 239-353-3960 or
cmac5371@aol.com.

Dr. Sally Temple addresses the group. 
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Honoring Don Farmer are his daughter, Laurie Farmer from left, widow Chris
Curle, Mary Zachrich and Sadie Kellermyer. Ken Herkes and Cathy Orban of Five of

Diamonds provide musical
entertainment. 

PSP
Continued from Page 7A


